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LOOE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 

the  year  1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Looe  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1948.  As  judged  by  the  vital  statistics  of  births,  deaths  and 
infectious  diseases  the  health  of  the  community  in  the  Urban 
District  has  been  up  to  the  average  during  the  year.  No  major 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred,  and  there  were  only 
3  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  disease  -  2  from  pneumonia, 
and  one  from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

As  far  as  the  administrative  aspect  of  Public  Health  work 
in  the  Urban  District  was  concerned  the  year  1948  was  marked 
by  two  radical  changes 

(1)  The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into  operation 
on  the  Appointed  Day,  5th.  July,  1948,  By  virtue  of  this  the 
Polvellan  Maternity  Home  passed  from  the  control  of  the  County 
Council  to  the  Regional  Hospitals  Board,  the  duty  of  providing 
services  under  Part  111  of  this  Act  devolved  upon  the  County 
Council,  and  all  actively  practising  general  medical  practitioners, 
and  dentists  in  the  Urban  District  came  within  the  scope  of 

Part  IV  of  this  Act. 

(2)  The  arrangement  whereby  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  Urban  District  were  carried  out  in  a  part-time 
capacity  by  Dr.  Joscelyn  came  to  an  end  and  the  appointment  was 
combined  with  those  of  five  neighbouring  County  Districts  in 
south-east  Cornwall,  and  with  that  of  assistant  County  Medical 
Officer.  The  duties  of  the  latter  appointment  relate  to  the 
detailed  day-to-day  administration  of  the  schemes  formulated 

by  the  County  Council  under  Part  111  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Apt,  1946,  Those  parts  of  these  schemes  which  have 
special  reference  to  the  Urban  District  will  be  dec.lt  with  in  the 
body  of  my  report. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  my  thanks  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Mr.  Hicks,  in  particular  and  more  generally  to  those  members 
and  officials  of  the  Urban  District  Council  who  assisted  me  in 
tak^ing  over  and  bocoming  more  familiar  with  the  duties  and 
re sjponsibilit ie3  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemon 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.J,  Pox 


Medical  officer  of  Health 
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Logo,  Urban  District  -  Vital  Statistics 

Area  of  Urban  District 


for  1948 . 
1649,5  acres 


Registrar -General f  s  Estimate  of 
the  1948  Resident  Population 

Humber  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value  of  Urban  District 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


3,700 
1,178 
£37, 578 
£153 


Live  Births. 


Male 


Eemale 


Total 


Legitimate 

25  2  5 

o 

LO 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

27  25 

52 

Birth-rate,  per 

1,000  of  population 

Looe  U ,D. 

14.1 

England  &  Wales 
17.9 

Still  Births . 

Male  Eemale 

Total 

Legitimate 

1  '  _ 

I 

Illegitimate 

1 

■  1 

2 

o 

Scill  oirth-rate  per 
1,000  of  population. 

Looe  U ,D. 

0.54 

\ 

England  &  Walos 
.  0.42 

Deaths 

Male  Eemale 

To  tal 

23  20 

43 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  of  population 

Looe  U.D. 

11.6 

England  &  Wales 

10.8  1 

Deaths  Attributed  to 

Pregnancy.  Chi  lritii  rt.v,  and 

Do  deaths  under 

this  head 

- -  V.-.  w  a.  w  X  u  0  a  0  o  . 

under  thi s^eaVwas  1?0?1’°00  total  births  for  England  A  Wales 

laaths_.pf  Infants  Under  One  Year  nf 
All  causes  -  1 


Infant  Mortality  rate 
per  1,000  live  births 


Looe  u.D. 


1  q  p 


England  &  Wales 
34 
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Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Under  Tv/o  Years  ofAgo, 


Death  rate  per 
1,000  live  births 


Looe  U .D . 
Ilil 


England  &  Wales 
3,3 


Principal  Causes  of  Death  at  All  Ages . 

'  Heart  dise'aso 
Cancer  (  all  sites) 

Respiratory  diseases 
Accidents  and  other  violence 


20 


2 


8 


5 


Mean  age  at  death 


Ivlale-s  Pemales 

67  years  71  years 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Urban  District . 

(a)  Hospital  Services.  There  are  no  hospitals  in  the 
Urban  District.  Patients  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  for 
the  most  part  dealt  with  at  the  Passmore  Edwards  Cottage 
Hospital,  Lislceard,  and  the  South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall 
Group  of  hospitals  at  Plymouth. 

The  Polvellan  Maternity  Home,  which  up  to  the  Appointed 
Day  was  operated  by  the  Cornwall  County  Council  as  part  of 
its  Maternity  Service  passed  under  the  Control  of  the  Regional 
Hospitals  Board  on  that  day,  and  continued  to  function  until 
the  end  of  the  year.  It  dealt  with  cases  from  a  largo  area 
of  the  County  of  Cornwall,  Because  of  the  transfer  of  control 
over  this  establishment  in  July,  1948,  and  its  closure  before 
this  Report  was  commenced,  it  is  unfortunately  not  possible 
to  furnish  any  figures  connected  with  it. 

(b)  Laboratory  Services.  A. s  the  nearest  Public  Health 
Laboratory  is  at  Exeter  the  functions  of  this  Service  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Pathological  Department,  The  Royal 
Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 

E.D.M,  Hocking, 

Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  for  the  Urban  District 
by  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene-,  London 
and  in  an  emergency  by  Cyril  E.  Gill,  Esq.,  Analytical 
Consultant,  Devonport , 


( c )  Services  provided  by  the  Cornwall  County  Council 
under  Part  111  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

(l)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children.  Ante-natal 
and  Post  natal  advice  for  mothers  has  been  available  at  the 
Polvellan  Maternity  Home  whore  weakly  clinics  were  held,  and 
were  attended  by.  Consultant  Obstetrician  from  the  West 
Cornwall  Hospital  Group,  Only  those  women  referred  there  by 
their  private  doctor  or  the  district  nurse-midwife  were 
normally  seen  at  these  clinics 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinics  v/ere  held  weekly  at  the 
Congregational  Church  Hall,  West  Looe.  Up  to  the  5th.  July, 

1948  these  v/ere  organised  and  administered  by  "a  Local 
Voluntary  Committee  and  v/ere  attended  by  one  of  the  local 
General  Practitioners,  Since  that  date,  they  have  been 
organised  by  the  County  Councils  Health  Visitor  with  the 
assistance  of  members  of  the  Voluntary  Association,  and  have 
been  attended  by  Dr.  Ryan,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  average  attendance  over  the  period  5,7.48  to  31,12,48  is 
23  children  at  each  session,  A  priority  dental  service  operated 
by  the  School  Dental  Service  was  available  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  children  of  pre-school  age,  but  no  demands 
were  placed  on  this  service  during  the  latter  half  of  1948, 

(2)  hi dwl f er y  Service,  This  service  deals  v/ith 
domiciliary  midwifery  only,  and  is  provided  in  Looe  by  Uur se 
Collin,  Q,.1'I.S.,  H.V,  and  by  Hurse  Taylor  Q.IT.S,  During  the  year 
they  attended -28  confinements,  and  carried  out  some  600  visits 
in  connection  v/ith  this  service.  In  cases  where  abnormal 
obstetric  conditions,  unsuitable  home  conditions  or.  any  other 
reason  made  confinement  at  home  inadvisable,  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  confinement  to  take  place  at  Polvellan  maternity 
Home,  Redruth  Hospital  or  the  City  Hospital,  Plymouth, 

(3)  Health  Visiting  Service.  ITurso  Collin,  Q,  ,MJ3  , ,  „  TL.V-. ..  ~ 
who  in  addition  £cT" carrying  out  general  nursing  and  midwifery, 
is  a  fully  qualified  Health  Visitor  and  is  responsible  for  all 
this  service  in  Looe, 

(4)  Home  Uur sing  So rv ic  e  .  This  is  carried  out  by  Hurse 
Collin  4.R.S,,H.V.  and  Hurse  Taylor  Q,.H.S,  During  the  year  1948 
they  carried  out  some  2,800  visits  on  duties  connected  v/ith  this 
service . 

(5)  Ambulance  Service.  Dy  arrangement  with  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  the  Looe  Division  co-operated  with  the  County 
Council  in  continuing  to  run  this  service  after  July  1948,  In 
addition  to  the  St.  John  Ambulance  car  there  was  at  the  Polvellan 
Maternity  Home  a  County  Council  ambulance  car  together  with  a 
full-time  County  Council  driver, Liss  Porrest,  On  the  20th, 
September,  1948,  Hr.  A,  Turpin  commenced  duty  as  a  full-time 
County  Council  driver  and  on  4th'  October,  1948,  Hr.  Playne 

( Superintendent  Looe  Division,  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade) 
commenced  duty  in  a  similar  capacity. 

Although  it  v/as  originally  intended  that  the'  County  Council 
ambulance  car  should  be  regarded  as  the  Main  Centre  vehicle  to 
be  manned  by  these  three  full-time  drivers,  whilst  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  car  would  be  used  as  a  Country  Centre  vehicle,  it  was 
in  practise  found  more  satisfactory  to  reverse  this  procedure, 
since. the  St.  John  Ambulance  car  was  a  newer,  better  equipped 
and  more  suitable  ambulance  car.  In  December  following  a  decision 
by  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  that  in  view  of  the  impending 
closure  of  the  Polvellan  Maternity  Home,  and  the  relatively  high 
cost  of  running  the  St.  John  ambulance  car  as  a  Main  Centre 
vehicle  that  Looe  would  revert  to  its  original  role  in  the 
County  Ambulance  Service  of  being  a  Country  Centre,  manned 
entirely  by  voluntary  personnel  from  the  Looe  St.  John  Division. 

As  a  first  step  in  the  implementation  of  this  proposal,  Mr.  Turpin 
was  withdrawn  from  duty  at  Looe,  leaving  Miss  Porrest  and  Mr. 
Playne  until  such  time  as  arrangements  could  be  made  to  employ 
them  at  Liskeard.  This  v/as  the  situation  at  the  end  of  1948. 
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In  spite- of  the  differences  'between  the  Looe  Division 
and  the.  County  Council  concerning  the  Area  Health  Sub¬ 
committee  ’  s  decision  to  class  Looe  as  a  Country  Centro,  the 
members  of  the  Division  continued  to  co-operate  with  the 
County  Council  in  manning  the  ambulance  car  from  7p,m.  to 
7  a.m,  and  over  the  week-end  from  1  p.m,  on  Saturday  through 
to  7a.m.  on  lion  day.  The  people  of  Looe  must  be  grateful  to  the 
St  John  personnel  for  their  spirit  of  service  throughout  the 
year,  and  more  particularly  during  the  difficult  period 
towards  the  'end  of  the  year. 

The  following  brief  statistics  give  a  very  general  idea 
of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  St,  John  ambulance  car  during 
the  year  1948:- 

Patients  Carried  Miles  Travelled 

167  7219 

( 6 )  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  Services, 
During  1948  it  has  not  been  possible  to  introduce  any  new  schemes 
aimed  at  the  prevention  of  illness.  It  is  hoped  that  as  more 
experience  of  the  most  suitable  methods  of  health  education 

and  more  facilities  for  putting  such  methods  into  effect 
become  available  ,  it  will  be  possible  to  increase  the  amount 
and'  scope  of  services  under  this  head. 

Active  preventative  measures  in  the  shape  of  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  smallpox  have 
been  readily  available  either  from  the  family  doctor  or  at 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  During  the  year  62  children  received 
primary  inoculation  against  diphtheria  and  4  children  received 
reinforcing  doses.  Although  accurate  figures  are  not  available 
there  are  good  grounds  for  estimating  that  some  70%  -  80%  of 
children  are  protected  against  diphtheria. 

The  response  to  vaccination  has  been  much  less  encouraging 
and  with  this  form  of  protection  having  been  completely 
optional  the  percentage  of  the  growing  population  protected 
against  smallpox  is  likely  to  fall  even  lower  than  the  present 
estimate  of  40  per  cent. 

As  far  as  care  and  after-care  of  illness  was  concerned  no 
demand  w as  experienced  and  none  was  given  to  residents  of 
the  Urban  District  during  1948. 

(7)  Home  Help  Service.  This  service  has  as  its  objective 
the  arranging  of  domestic  help  for  homes  where  there  is  a 
genuine  need  for  it  o.g.  maternity  cases,  aged  and  for  infirm 
persons,  and  chronic  or  prolonged  illness.  This  service  did 
not  operate  in  Looe  during  1948.  Present  indications  do  not 
reveal  a  great  demand  for  this  service,  and  it  is  unlikely 
that  it  will  operate  in  Looe  in  the  near  future. 

(8)  Miscellaneous  Other  Services .  Chest,  Orthopaedic, 

Ear  Hose  and  Throat,  Ophthalmi c ,  Speech  Therapy  and  Psychiatric 
Clinics  are  held  periodically,  either  at  regular  intervals 

or  as  required  at  Liskeard.  Except  for  Chest  and  Psychiatric 
Clinics,  the  bulk  of  patients  attending  these  clinics  are 
school  children. 

Prevalence  and  Control  Over  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  the 
Urban  District  during  1948  w as  light,  totalling  27  in  all. 
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There  were  three  deaths  from  infectious  disease  -  1  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  two  from  pneumonia.  The  latter 
disease,  though  not  if iable , is  not  highly  infectious  and  is 
normally  of  grave  import  only  in  persons  past  middle  age. 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  given  below  apart  from 
one  non-fatal  cas,e  of  cerebro-spinal  fever,  no  serious 
infectious  disease  occurred  during  P948:- 


Disease 

Cases 

Rates 

per 

1,000  of  population 

notified 

Looe  U 

.D. 

England  &  Wales 

Who  oping  C  ou  gh 

9 

2.43 

3.42 

Measles 

8 

2.16 

9.34 

Pneumonia 

6  • 

1. 62 

0.73 

Erysipelas 

2 

0.54 

0.21 

Cerebro-spinal 

fever 

1 

0.27 

0.03 

Rates 

per 

1,000  total  births 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

Looe  U 
18.5 

.D. 

England  &  Wales 
6.89  • 

Tuberculosis , 


During  1948  notifications  in  respect  of  seven  new  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  received.  One  of  these  cases  was 
a  transfer  from  Hammersmith,  London.  There  was  one  death  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1948 
there  wore  16  known  cases  of  tuberculosis' resident  in  the  Urban 
District.  Cf  these  14  were  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  two 
were  non- pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  new  cases  and 
mortality  during  1948:- 


Age  Period 


0-1 
1-5 
5  -15 
15  -45 
45  -65 


Hew  Cases 
Li  F 


3 

1 


65  and  upwards 


1 

1 

1 


Deaths 
E  P 


Ho  new  cases  of  non- pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  1948.  and  there  was  no  mortality  from  this .disease . 

Suspected  and  established  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  seen  by 
the  Chest  Physician,  Dr,  Cairns  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Cottage 
Hospital,  Li shear d,  on  the  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Tuesdays  of  the  month 
Sanatorium  accommodation  for  tuberculosis  cases  continues  to 
be  difficult  and  will  continue  so  until  building  and  staffing 
of  additional  accommodation  can  be  completed. 
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national  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Under  the  provisions  of 
Section  47  of  this  Act  the  Urban  District  Council  is  required 
to  take  action  in  connection  with  the  securing  of  care  and 
attention  for  persons  who  for  various  reasons  arc  unable  to 
adequately  care  for  themselves.  No  action  under  this  Section  of 
the  Act  was  called  for  during  1948.  \  . . 

Water  Supply.  The  Urban  District  being  a  constituent  member 
of  the  South  East  Cornwall  Water  Board  is  assured  of  an  ample 
supply  of  piped  water,  which  is  of  excellent  quality  and 
potability.  ITo  difficulties  with  water  supply  v/ere  experienced 
during  1948. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  Sewage  from  the  Urban  District  is 
discharged  untreated  into  the  Looe  River,  and  the  sea  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  harbour,  A  comprehensive  scheme  for  sewage 
disposal  in  East  Cliff  Area  could  not  be  proceeded  with  because 
of  labour  and. material  shortage. 

Dispoal  of  Household  Refuse.  This  is  collected  twice  weekly 
during  the  holiday  season  and  once  weekly  during  the  winter. 
Collected  refuse  is  effectively  disposed  of  by  incineration. 

Heat  and  Rood  Inspection.  Routine  inspections  are  carried  out 
and  in  addition  special  inspections  as  and  when  required. 

Eood  Poisoning.  Do  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  v/ere  notified 
during  1948, 

Housing .  A  further  11  houses  on  the  Sunrising  Estate  v/ere  occupied 
'("as  against  18  in  1947),  and  the  building  of  25  further  dwellings 
v/as  continued.  Limited  inspection  of  existing  dwellings  for 
housing  defects  v/as  carried  out  during  the  year.  '• 

Factories  Act  1937.  The  number  of  installations  falling  within 
the  ‘scope  of  this  Act  is  small,  and  no  difficulties  have  arisen. 

In  addition  to  fish  canning,  Looe  is  becoming  a  centre  for  the 
production  of  ice-cream  in  bulk  for  supply  over  a  v/ide  area 
of  south-east  Cornwall. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Report.  The  report  by  Hr.  J.C.  Hicks, 

C  ,R  ,rS  .1 . ,  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  which  follows, 
discusses  in  greater  details  many  of  the  matters  touched  upon 
in  my  report.  It  gives  a  good  picture  of  the  many  aspects  of 
Public  Health  with  which  Mr.  Hicks  has  so  ably  dealt  during 
tne  year. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses,  These  v/ere  inspected 
periodically  and  apart  from  limewashing  everything  appeared 
to  be  satisfactory. 

1 .  , Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 

:(  including  inspections  made  by  Sa'ni'cary  Inspector') 

’Factories  Act,  1957. 

Premises  Do.  on 

Register 

'  1)  Factories  in  v/hich  sections  1,2, 

3,4,  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  8 

by  Local  Authorities 

'll)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to  v/hich  section  7  applies 

2 


Inspections 

28 


(ill)  Others 


10 


34 


8 


2 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  P.ound 

Particulars  Defects 

Pound. 


Y/ant  of  Cleanliness  (S.I.)  2 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  ( S .  6. ) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Others  2 

4 


De foe ts  Referred  by 

Remedied  H , ,  Inspector 


1 


tC  •« 
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Three  Ice-cream  Pact  cries  with  modern  equipment  commenced 
during  the  year,  those  are  capable  of  turning  out  130  gallons 
of  Ice-cream  per  hour. 

The  Canning  Pactory  at  Polean  appears  to  he  doing  well. 

It  was  in  production  for  Canning  fish  from  5  to  6  months  the 
remainder  of  the  period  was  on  construct ional  work. 

During  the  Canning  period  the  following  Pilchards  were 
dealt  with:- 

3,046  1  cwt  barrels  salted  (export) 

22,58b  28  lb  Cans  " 

3,162  9  lb  Cans  " 

23,203  1  lb  Cans  in  Tomato  Puree 

A  Refrigeration  p bant  is  being  installed  capable  of 
taking  3,000  stones  of  fish. 

Hou  sing „ 


Purther  progress  has  been  made  on  the  Sunrising  bousing 
Estate  and  eleven  more  houses  were  occupied  making  a  tot  il  <of 
29  on  this  scheme  with  another  25  under  construction. 


■  (at  or 

During  1948  both  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of  the 
water  supply  was  satisfactory,  all  water  being  supplied  by  the 
South  East  Cornwall  V/ater  Board, 

The  Supply  is  piped  throughout  the  area  and  the  Chemical  and 
Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  every  quarter  or  oftener  if 
requested. 


The  number 


of  houses  is  1178  and  the  water  is  carried  to  1168 


216  Lineal  yards  of  three  inch  water  main  was 
Canning  Pactory.  73  lineal  yards  to  the  Pish  market 
purpo ses . 


laid  to  the 
for  cleansing 


Meat  and  Other  Poods 


Owing  to  the  Central  Slaughtering  System  being  carried  out  at 
Liskeard  the  slaughter-houses  in  this  district  are  not  in  use, 
however,  great  care  is  exercised  in  the  inspection  of  meat  and 
other  foods  which  are  dealt  with  when  the  occasion  arises. 
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Drainage  &  Sewerage  Disposal 

Owing  to  the  labour  and  materials  situation  and  the  fact 
that  Private  Enterprise  was  restricted  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  go  ahead  with  the  East  Cliff  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Refuse  Collection  &  Disposal , 

Collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  twice  weekly 
during  the  holiday  season  and  once  weekly  during  the  winter 
period. 

The  Disposal  is  by  Incinerator. 

An  order  was  placed  for  a  new  refuse  collection  vehicle 
of  which  delivery  is  still  av/aited. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Rouses  during  the  year . 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  for 
housing  defects  under  Public  Health 
Act  and  Housing  Acts  19 

Other  inspections  such  as  drainage 
defects,  etc. 


18. 


